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Whether for or against the Kingsway Entertainment District, the project is no more, and a
post-mortem is in order. Millions of dollars of taxpayer money were spent. We need to
determine how to avoid this taking place in the future with respect to other large endeavours.
Suggestions: have at least a two-thirds majority vote of council to proceed with any signific-
ant project involving major expense, and take seriously valid citizen concerns. Council should
not give staff carte-blanche to proceed on large projects without oversight and require regu-
lar detailed on-going financial reports.
A freedom of information report was requested and paid for by our organization and con-
tained several items we suspect, if councillors had requested detailed access, might have been
questioned.
As one example, several items related to expenses for the Sudbury Five basketball organiza-
tion were included with KED expenses and totalled $780,878.04. The items included a score-
board for $45,303; basketball back-stop for $45,552.04; basketball equipment for $259,688;
and $129,834.00 for basketball floor and equipment.
Two important questions: Why were these expenditures commingled with development costs
for the project?
Were they approved by council and were these amounts recovered from the Sudbury Five bas-
ketball team or parent organization?
A request was sent to the city clerk's office, but no response was received. Why?
We anticipate that as part of the proposed autopsy and post-mortem more details with
respect to this and other expenditures related to the KED will be revealed.
We are waiting, as most likely are other citizens.
John Lindsay
Friendly to Seniors Sudbury
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