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Sudbury Senior Executive Ian Wood Recommends Spending Another $700k Despite Risks

Sudbury, Ontario (MLRG): According to LinkedIn, Tan Wood served as Chair of the Audit Committee of Laurentian University as a Member of the Board of
Directors for 11 years until 9 months before the University entered bankruptcy protection. Today he is still tasked with the oversight and project guidance of
$150,000,000 (+/-) of public debt primarily secured for the purposes of the Event Centre and Junction East by Sudbury taxpayers.

This past Tuesday night at the Council meeting, Mr.Wood presented a report which reiterated the risks to the project which triggered Gateway Casino to state
in November 29, 2021 “It is not commercially reasonable for Gateway to continue to provide additional significant funding to the next phase of the project
until these ongoing challenges are resolved and the entire scope of the project is confirmed to be moving ahead.”

These risks identified by Gateway and reiterated by Mr. Wood in his report to Council are related to the Minnow Lake Restoration Group (MLRG) lawsuit
filed in August 2021, and the OPP investigation now being handled by their anti-racketeering investigators. The OPP are investigating the property developer
(Dario Zulich and his representative company) and Gateway Casinos for the allegations of influencing an elected official related to the vote on Zulich’s
Kingsway property or the downtown location in June 2017.

There is no date as to when the police investigation or legal matter will be resolved.

Yet despite these risks, Mr. Wood with the backing of CAO Ed Archer, six Councillors and Mayor Bigger, Wood is pushing to immediately spend another
$700,000 in honorariums to issue a Design/Build RFP later this month for a project where the financial model and ongoing costs to taxpayers have not been
presented to the public. Curiously, one of the qualified bidders the City approved is TESC, a Sudbury based Zulich company partnering with a Kitchener
contractor. Wood stated that the Clty is Vlgorously defendmg the lawsuit (CGS defense documents to the court can be read here http://

OCT- 2921%29(4) pdf).

According to City documents, Evelyn Dutrisac (Ward 4 Councillor at the time) moved motion CC2017-186 which read “THAT the City of Greater Sudbury
approves an honorarium of $150,000 to each unsuccessful Design/Build team, total $300,000 to be included in the total project costs as described in the
report from the Special Advisor to the CAO entitled Arena/Event Centre Update dated June 15th, 2017.” Which begs the question, how or when was the
budget for the honorarium increased over 230%, and who approved this increase?

At the Council meeting on January 11 slogged on, Councillor McCausland asked Mr.Wood to have all proponents (Hotel, Casino, Zulich) provide a future
value MPAC assessment for their components to ensure that the taxable value that the PwC report Council voted on reflects the actual value the City would
expect ad infinitum. There is evidence of a substantial shortfall which would have to be made up by taxpayers or the depletion of City reserves.

Mr. Wood in response to McCausland’s question said “I’ll take this under advisement.” Councillor McCausland was steadfast in reinforcing his request and
upon questioning, Wood acquiesced. The comment by Wood mirrors previous statements to Council where Wood rebuffed Council during the PwC report
requests when he said “... as staff, we are always willing to consider what councillors have to say.” Mr.Wood ignored the requests of several Councillors
which led to the contentious PwC report which is the basis of the MLRG lawsuit.

The MLRG’s court action focuses on numerous errors of law and procedure that occurred when Council voted in favour of accepting the updated business
case report prepared by PwC. The original intent for this report was to provide a comprehensive collection of all the facts and information related to the
downtown and KED locations, which ironically was ordered by Mayor Bigger. Mr.Wood with the support of Archer, Mayor Bigger, Councilors (Ward 12)
Landry-Altmann, (Ward 11) Leduc, (Ward 8) Sizer, (Ward 7) Jakubo, (Ward 6) Lapierre, (Ward 5) Kirwan appear to ignore the fiduciary duty they were
sworn to uphold, or the fiduciary duty they are compelled to uphold under the 2001 Municipal Act to behave in the best interest of the City’s finances and
taxpayer interests.

The Application filed to the Divisional Court in August 2021 stated:
The Mayor, Council and Senior Staff made numerous errors of law, including:

(i) failing to comply with the rules of procedural fairness, including limiting discussion and questions during the Council proceedings;

(i1) failing to disclose relevant and material information, that had it been known, would likely have affected the result;

(iii) making misleading statements, that had the correct information been known, would likely have affected the result;

(iv) proceeding hastily, without proper consideration of the matters in issue;

(v) proceeding unreasonably, including reaching an unreasonable conclusion;

(vi) proceeding with a lack of candor, frankness and impartiality, including arbitrary and unfair conduct, and proceeding without the proper degree of
fairness, openness and impartiality, i.e. proceeding in bad faith as that term is known in law

Supporting evidence submitted to the court from MLRG and the CGS can be accessed on www.minnowlake.ca

For those wishing to support the legal effort can contribute via interac transfer to: i i @
Or by cheque: Mail to: MLRG - 1439 Bancroft Dr, Sudbury, ON P3B 1R6 All donors to MLRG are kept confidential.
Donors receive a charitable tax receipt. MLRG appreciates all contributions.

FOR ALL MEDIA INQUIRIES, PLEASE DIRECTLY CONTACT:
minnowlakerestorationgroup@gmail.com

Minnow Lake Restoration Group is an incorporated not for profit registered charity. Its mandate is to foster understanding
and initiatives for environmental protection, habitat conservation, adaptive reuse and recycling, and community recreation facilities.



