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More water news on reverse

For Ramsey and Minnow Lake Area
Protecting Our Water

The Ramsey Lake Watershed includes the area around
itself, considerably more than in the photo above that shows

Minnow Lake. It includes a significant portion of the
including the proposed location for an “Event Centre” made up of
a . Our concern is the
required, possibly 3,000 parking spaces that could contribute tons

to the watershed and subsequently to Lake Ramsey. To
learn why this is a concern read below.
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Kingsway

Casino and Arena large parking area

more salt

The Greater Sudbury Watershed Alliance, of which the MLRG is
a member, recently held a special meeting on the salt threat (full
report at ). Environmental experts warned that
sodium and chloride (the elements of salt) are at critical levels and
increasing. Already sodium levels are almost the
level for individuals on salt restricted diets and chloride levels are
close to the point where aquatic life will be effected. Road Salt is
the contaminant of which there are and which
cannot economically be removed from the drinking water source
for over 50,000 residents. What can be done? Obviously,

and limit the creation of more surfaces that require
winter treatment including road ways and parking areas. Unless
action is taken the water could and the
recreation and economic values threatened.

www.gswa.ca

three times

few alternatives

less
salt usage

become undrinkable

The Minnow Lake
Restoration Group is a non
profit charitable organization
with a

We address
concerns that threaten our
most important resource -
the water we use for
personal consumption and
recreation. In this issue we
will focus on

in our area and will
discuss them further at a
special meeting - date,
location and time shown
below. Plan to attend and
invite others.

mandate for
environmental protection,
nature and habitat
conservation.

water quality
threats
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Protecting Our Water
Storm Water Treatment
Salt Threatens Water
Special May 9th Meeting

Our Responsibility

Salt: An Inconvenient Threatening Reality

MLRG Meeting
Wednesday May 9th

Legion Branch 76
Wellar Street

7:00 - 8:30 P.M.

Ramsey Lake

http://www.gswa.ca


Minnow Lake Remedial ActionSecond Avenue Salt Runoff

Shown above during construction, a large
in the parking

lot of Minnow Lake Place this past fall and
winter with rehabilitation of the property to be
undertaken this spring and summer. The cost
is apparently over three million dollars,
considerably more than the natural

shown below that had
been suggested by the Restoration Group and
which would we feel been more effective and
require less maintenance. Also the large
amount of sediment deposited in the lake over
many years is still in the lake and it is
uncertain when the city will remove and is an

effecting aquatic life.

storm water treatment facility

in lake
treatment method

environmental concern

The expanded road surface area of the
reconstructed Second Avenue contributes an
additional to the
environment and into Lake Ramsey every
winter storm, of which there are a minimum
of 20 every season, amounting to around

The city
says they can, through various mitigation
methods, hopefully reduce salt usage by 20
percent, however, still many more tons will
enter the watershed and

. This
was one of the reasons that environmental
groups and individuals lobbied against the
excess widening of the road which has gone
from a relatively safe two lane street to a five
and three lane road way with resultant higher
speeds some noted at up to 90 kph.

Also the city has indicated that the new
Kingsway event centre will result in

in the area and
possible new and expanded roadways in the
area. This has resulted in environmental
groups

for further studies to determine
the resultant harmful effects to Ramsey Lake.

250 kilograms of salt

5,000 more kilograms per year.

no treatment
method to remove the salt is possible

intersection congestion

appealing to the Minister of the
Environment

Before - Two Lane roadway - 7,500 square metres

Now: Five lanes - 19,500 square metres

Visit the Minnow Lake Restoration Group website:
or contact the organization

at and plan to
attend the special water quality meeting

All are welcome.

www.minnowlake.ca
info.minnowlake@gmail.com

May 9th
Legion Branch 76 at 7.00 p.m.
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