
John Lindsay – Candidate Ward 11 – Response to Sudbury Star Questions:  

Why are you running?  

I believe in giving citizens the option to vote for the candidate whom they feel can best represent them on city council 
for matters related to their Ward and to city wide issues and also for a candidate who believes in fiscal responsibility, 
keeping taxes as low as possible while maintaining services and facilities that make our community a good place to live.  
As a critic of present council, I felt this was an opportunity to be part of the decision-making process.  My remuneration 
as a councillor will be donated to the Sudbury Community Foundation with the proceeds to be distributed to local 
charities to be identified publicly each year. 

What Unique Qualities can you bring to council chambers? 

I am a very analytical person based on previous work experience in the media, in government as an employment 
specialist and also as a small business owner and employer in the financial services industry.  These qualities help me 
make the best realistic and appropriate decisions, along with my extensive involvement in community organizations 
over many decades.  

Do you have any previous political experience? 

I served two terms as an elected Rainbow School Board trustee and Chair in the second term.  I was a founding member 
of the City Bicycle Advisory Committee and also the Parking, Lakes and Seniors’ advisory panels.  I am also the long-time 
President of the Minnow Lake Restoration Group and longest serving Chair of the Minnow Lake CAN.   I was a past board 
member of the Chamber of Commerce (still a Chamber member) and also the United Way, Past President of the 
Memorial Society, Sudbury Symphony and Arts Council and current Chair of the Sudbury Blueberry Festival.  In addition 
to all these groups, I'm involved in dealing with the municipal government including civic involvement as board member 
of the Ramsey Lake Stewardship Committees and the Greater Sudbury Watershed Alliance working with the city to 
protect our valuable water resources, and President of Friendly to Seniors – Sudbury to promote older adult issues.  

What city issues are top of mind for you? 

We need to live within our means taking into consideration our current economic situation with little or no growth 
predicted over the next several decades and with an aging population, many on fixed income.  Our present council has 
shown a lack of fiscal responsibility promoting projects such as the Kingsway Entertainment District and the downtown 
Arts Junction to replace our downtown arena, both, which with interest, could result in projected expenditures of over 
300 million dollars and with limited return on the investment, which will impact taxes for years into the future when we 
should be concentrating on repairing and maintaining our present infrastructure including our crumbling streets and 
roads.   The need for the proposed downtown Arts Junction in place of our present Arena is questionable when we 
already have an attractive and functional library with free parking and a quite serviceable Arena, the same age as the 
Arena in North Bay which was recently refurbished and hosted the very successful Women’s World Curling 
Championship.  The Bell Mansion could be adapted to house both the art gallery and a museum to showcase Sudbury 
history as a valuable tourist attraction. We also need to recognize the value of Ramsey Lake and the ongoing threat of 
salt pollution for which there is little in the way of mitigation methods and no economical means to remove. I would like 
to see Sudbury promoted as a “friendly city” and have information on this possible endeavour on my campaign website 
which is www.friendlysudbury.ca.  

What is an acceptable tax increase?  How would you achieve this? 

Tax increases close to the rate of inflation would be acceptable but can only be achieved by careful fiscal management 
which means no new road ways when the population is not increasing, and no million dollar mega projects. 

http://www.friendlysudbury.ca.


Management and staff need to be directed to achieve meaningful savings while maintaining essential public services and 
to start with zero based budgeting.  An evaluation of city employment levels needs to take place to determine 
efficiencies, and pay rates more related to the private sector with possible yearly lump sum performance amounts 
rather than percentage increases. A study needs to be undertaken to determine if the city can function more 
economically in a less centralized model such as present, a possible form of re-amalgamation could be considered. 

What is your position on the Kingsway Entertainment District? 

Form both a financial and environmental perspective; the KED is bad news for the city and for Ward 11 in particular with 
concern due to traffic congestion that will result both on the Kingsway and on streets and roadways in the area.   Also 
salt from the large parking areas will contribute further to Ramsey Lake pollution where sodium and chloride levels are 
dangerously high for both drinking water and aquatic life.  The Casino component is a cash cow for the province with 
little community benefit and if expanded gambling is to take place in the city, it should be at the site of the current slots 
in Chelmsford.  The city should also lobby for the return of harness racing to Sudbury Downs to support a valuable local 
industry.  

Talk a little about your ward and the priorities in your area.  

Ward eleven is composed of two areas – Minnow Lake and New Sudbury west of Barry Downe Road.  The New Sudbury 
section is almost entirely built up with the main recreational area being the Adanac complex featuring the popular ski 
hill.  Traffic calming has been a concern; unfortunately, very expensive efforts on Atlee with intersection curb extensions 
have created safety concerns for both motorists and cyclists.   The Minnow Lake section has seen considerable retail and 
housing development with room for further expansion.  City plans to widen roadways in the area which is in the Ramsey 
Lake watershed, will only contribute more salt into the environment.  We need to protect our recreational facilities and 
green spaces.  The Moonlight beach area can be further enhanced and public consultations need to take place to 
determine what improvements can take place in both sections of the Ward.  I plan to have regular public meetings to 
determine issues of importance, concerns and suggestions for ward improvements.  

Can you talk a little about your background and expertise?  

As mentioned earlier, my work experience in the media, government, public service and private industry has provided 
me with considerable experience and expertise in a number of areas.  I have lived for over 35 years in the Minnow Lake 
section of the Ward and have two children and their partners live in the New Sudbury section.  As Chair of the Minnow 
Lake Community Action Network, I was instrumental in helping establish Minnow Lake Place as a valuable community 
asset, also area hiking trails, waterfront parks, tennis, basketball courts, skateboard park, dog park and area community 
gardens plus promoting safer streets.  I was directly involved in keeping  Adamsdale School open for students in the 
area.  I advocated for the Adanac recreational area and also the Rotary Trail.   

How do you like to spend your downtime?  

With involvement in many organizations and as a small business owner with my wife Linda Cartier, there is limited 
downtime, but I do enjoy outside and family activities as we have 6 children and 5 grandkids.   I enjoy all types of music 
and historical film and TV dramas. I always have several books I am reading including at present on Kindel “The History 
of Money” and ”Alicia – My Story” and the locally published , “150 Years Up North and More” and “The Dependant”. 

Tell us about someone who has inspired you in your life. 

My parents were a great influence.  My dad served in WW2 overseas and was involved in the liberation of Holland who, 
following the war, became a restaurant owner and also a contractor and chief building inspector for CHMC in Toronto 
and Sudbury.  My mother was a feminist who always worked and was very concerned with public issues.  Locally, I 



respected the late Tom Davies as Regional Chairperson and Ted Nicholson who I worked with when he was Ward 
councillor for Minnow Lake 

  

     


